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THREE YEARS OF LIBRARY EXTENSION 


UNDER IOWA CODE SECTION 303 


AND 


THE U.S. LIBRARY SERVICES ACT 


Three years of library extension for Iowa by the Iowa State Traveling Library 


has come about because foresighted library interested people wrote a new state 


library agency law, Code Section 303, with clear provisions and instructions for state- 
wide extension and because the U.S. Library Services Act came into being. 


are: 


The Key clauses of Code Section 303—Iowa State Traveling Library for extension 


*303.18-2. To give advice and counsel to all public libraries in the state and to 
all political subdivisions which may propose to establish libraries. 


303.18-4. To continuously survey the needs of libraries throughout the state, and 
to ascertain the requirements for additional libraries and for improving existing 
libraries to provide adequate service to all residents of the state. 


303.18-10. To appoint for a term of four years a director . . . who shall be a 
trained, experienced librarian holding a degree from a college or university of 
recognized standing, having also completed the required graduate course covered 
in a graduate ‘school of library science accredited by the American Library 
Association and having at least two years experience as an administrative librarian 
or director of a state or public library ... 


303.19 Acceptance and use of money grants. The board of trustees is hereby 
authorized and empowered to receive, accept, and administer any money or moneys 


appropriated or granted to it, separate and apart from the general library fund, 
for providing and equalizing public library service in Iowa: 


1. By the federal government, and 
2. By any other agencies, private or otherwise. 


. . . The fund shall be allocated among the cities, counties, and regions of the 
state, taking into consideration local needs, area and population to be served, 
local interest as evidenced by local appropriations . . .” 


Library extension was further advanced by concise contract laws which are 


provided in Code Section 378: 


“378.11 Contracts may be made between the board of trustees of any free public 
library and any city, town, school corporation, townships or county or with the 


trustees of any county library district for its use by their ‘respective residents .. . 
’ 


” 
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The bold, instructive words of the laws are to assist, to improve and to extend 
services from established libraries so that all residents of Iowa may have equalized 
library service opportunities. 


Improved services cost money and Public Law 597, 84th Congress, 2nd Session, 
popularly called the “Library Services Act”, is providing the money. The federal 
money has begun many improvements but only state and local money can provide 
equalization on a permanent basis. 


The federal funds in Iowa are being expended under the following Plan which was 
approved by the Iowa State Traveling Library Board in July, 1956. As proposed 
originally the Plan was as follows: 


“3.1 General Aims and Policies of the Plan. Following are the general aims and 
policies which will in the judgment of the State library administrative agency 
assure the use of funds under the State plan to maximum advantage in the 
further extension of public library services to rural areas without such 
services or with inadequate services: 


The overall objective is the extension and improvement of public library 
service to every rural area of the state by the close of the five year period. 
A coordinated system of libraries will be developed with the State Traveling 
Library fulfilling its functions at the top of the system. 


The overall plans for the five year period for further extension of public 
library services to rural areas are: 


1. To strengthen the State Traveling Library for better extension service 
(personnel, books) ; 


2. To improve all aspects of service in existing libraries; 


3. To establish federations of libraries in each of seven regions using 
both Federal and State funds. 


(a) To encourage extension of service from them to unserved areas 
surrounding them; 


(b) To conduct demonstrations, using local libraries, bookmobiles, 
etc., in illustrating the applications of such service; 


(c) To involve libraries in towns over 10,000 population in the 
program by a supplementary State grant. 


Areas under 10,000 population without county or town public library tax support 
are defined as ‘without public library services’. ‘Inadequate service’ is defined by 
relating budgets, book collections, population served and qualifications of person- 
nel to the recommendations contained in Public Library Service, a Guide to Evalu- 
ation, with Minimum Standards. 


3.2 Methods of administering the Plan. The following is a description of the 
types of extension activities and services to be undertaken by the State 
agency and the methods to be used in carrying them out: 


First, the plan calls for strengthening the Iowa State Traveling Library to 
the end that it can better perform its responsibilities in extension services. 
Additional personnel, books and other materials are needed.” (Table I 
reveals the broad scope of the services of the Iowa State Traveling Library.) 
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TABLE | 
IOWA STATE TRAVELING LIBRARY 


Des Moines, lowa 


STATISTICS 
Date of Establishment 1838 
Free to All the Citizens of lowa 








































July 1, 1958 - June 30, 1959 





Number of Days Open Annually: 252 Hours Open Each Week: 42% 
Number of Staff: 35 (6 Vacancies) 

Number of New Titles Added.......... 3,857 Number of Books and 

Number of Volumes Added.............. 8,720 Periodicals Bound...................... seseeeddy O38 

Number of Phonodises Added.......... 1,915 Number of Volumes Withdrawn......7,321 

Number of Films Added...................... 75 Number of Verifax Copies Made....3,070 





Number of Volumes Loaned Showing Various Uses: 


Extension Division to: 





I I cic cena ei heieiagnbiamaaniliaiah 54,766 
I oleae ek ar ok 2 ala dbaabehaceioceebo ami acereueeiaianincialemtcasagsesad 37,739 
ee SE adic ceca epost corre onaipeabeeiaaeaaeeadeiaas 5,651 
I GI occ sscccnccccvecncnsesesesnoncnss MRD ER ed i Mio cmon RE MS OO 6,650 
|” Se aR AR AISNE Re at reel er LEPC Ane Se IN RAT es ia AL TE EE EON ECU RU ROLY NORIO! 11,626 

PERERA NS Eo Eero OA DRM LS SLE PEIN: 


Reference and Circulation Division 








AR eR ie ea ee ee Nn eT Se ee eee pees 10,556 
Be ie I ND cesses eticencesecesnrcssetenncnsosossskasstarsnczesceevemiverianiin 11,966 
EIS EEE eee eee Se SEO PRE SE REE NI SP EE 22,522 
I aie aia tc lll adic iii inieceacuianiiiniaaiion we dehaligadeuaaes x atimaatentaaiaiood 2,655 
RSE eee ce Cee es Neer oe salah halite ceitioaieideiai me amiacietmasiadaadiedatie 119 
gE sigs abtbahdinlehacetcasadeb cease caiaieanalanenaik ulin ciaaiaalaed 141,728 


“Second, the plan calls for a federation of libraries in each of seven major 
geographical areas. By mutual contract the libraries will agree to certain 
undertakings, such as extension of their services to unserved areas around 
them. There will be, during the demonstration period, centralized purchas- 
ing, cataloging, etc. Reference services, inter-library loan services, etc., 
will be systematized. A staff of professional and clerical workers will 
operate in the area. At the end of the ‘demonstration’ period, local and state 
support is expected to carry on the program. 


The Iowa State Traveling Library will administer all of the Federal funds.” 





The State Program: 

Table II shows a total of $248,455 in federal grants which are being used to 
strengthen the Iowa State Traveling Library especially in its efforts to prepare areas 
for future demonstration projects of library cooperation, extension and increase of 
public library services to the 900,000 plus population without legal access to public 
libraries. 
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Grand Totals of Expenditures By Categories 





State Federal Total 
Totals Percentages 
a $154,281.64 $ 72,132.13 29% $226,413.77 
Books and Materials...................... 23,660.74 126,576.91 59% 150,237.65 
Supplies and Equipment................ 40,092.47 21,304.20 8% 61,396.67 
a 4,786.03 6,668.21 11,454.24 
a ce 5,151.95 5,251.36 4% 10,403.31 
EES ORE 19,191.24 16,523.04 35,714.28 
| TIES ERE OREe Te eens. $247,164.07 $248,455.85 $495,619.92 





To prepare for successful cooperative demonstration area projects, the federal 
funds are being used to add personnel, buy books and materials and equipment and 
finance certain miscellaneous items. 


I. Strengthening State Agency: 


A. Additional personnel for specialized services and extension services have been 
added. The following are on the State payroll: Head of Extension, Adult Specialist, 
Children’s and Young People’s Specialist, Head of Technical Processes and one 
secretary. The following Key positions are still on the federal payroll: Five field 
consultants, a reference assistant, a Record’s Associate and a number of clerks. 


B. Reference, pro’essional and general books: 


Table II also shows that $126,576 in federal funds have been spent for books and 
related materials since July 1, 1956. This is 59% of the total federal grants. 


A lengthy “Selected List of Adult-Nonfiction Acquired February, 1957-June, 1958, 
by the Iowa State Traveling Library” was mimeographed and distributed to the public 
libraries and certain college and university libraries to show the type of new books 
that are being added to the Iowa State Traveling Library. 


A State phonograph record collection is being built. A minimum of five thousand 
record holdings will be purchased. 


Films on books, libraries, reading and the fine arts are also being added. A 
minimum collection of 500 to 1000 is planned. Both State University of lowa and 
Iowa State University have large film collections available for general loan at a 
nominal cost. 


C. Printing, Reproductions and Binding: 
Thousands of books and periodicals have been bound. A total count will be 
available at the end of the binding project. 


II. Preparing for Project Areas: 


A. Field consultants: 


B. Field office staff: 


Figure 1 and Table III outline the field office areas and the tremendous field 
consultant activities. 
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TABLE Ill 


Field Extension Work 





1956 - 1959 
Type Number 
Formal Board Meeting 
LE SEA ee rN EEA Ua es AR UD RTE TEE ER IE RT SAT ee ORO APSE 174 
ETA IE OT EE DELP LATER ROR Dd aS ed 59 
EE EISELE SA Po eT a ET Ne RE Ee EE 112 
Sa ha st es aE ae Ok Be ee 345 
Consultations with Libraries and Boards 
TE ar ee eo 321 
CERES eee Cee RE ee OR Re ae SE 71 
ERR er nee ees REO ane he ET nea ER OT eee 214 
EE EEE eee ee ee el aT Oe ene Le RE ae Tee ON eA PIES 470 
ESPs eR ne ee eS eS eS eR eRe OEE ee a 113 
EE RR ea Reeser ene ORF Herre RE LOPS EAAD PSN ESET AOU OE 78 
EERE ORO OS aE a PEE EN Le Re RT ERE GED RT Pe eee Ree Te 70 








C. Cooperative book exchange program: 
The Mason City field office has set up a duplicate book exchange. 


D. Cooperative book buying program: 
The Jefferson field office has established a quarterly new book exchange for 
nine libraries on a $75 per library basis. 


E. In-service training workshops and adult education programs: 


(1) Quarterly sessions are set up for field consultants. 
(2) Quarterly sessions are set up for Jefferson area librarians. 


(3) One evening State leadership training workshop was held by Director, 
ALA Library Community Project. 


(4) Nine district meeting program planning workshops were held by Direc- 
tor, ALA Library Community Project. 


(5) A workshop session was held with the Iowa Adult Education Association 
and was planned by the Director of the ALA Library Community Project. 


F. Equipment: 


(1) Station wagon for Cedar Falls Area. 

(2) Station wagon for Cherokee Area. 

(3) Car‘for Mason City Area. 

(4) Film projectors and record players for Cedar Falls, Cherokee, Mason City 
and Jefferson areas. 

(5) Field office furniture for all four field offices at a reasonable price from 
Iowa State Industries. 
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G. Supplies: 
(1) Cataloging supplies for demonstration purposes to individual libraries. 
(2) Field Office office supplies. 


H. Travel, postage and miscellaneous items: 


A. Federal staff of Iowa State Traveling Library. 
B. Field office consultants. 


I. Standards for Public Libraries in Iowa . . . Program: 


(1) Sixty-three public libraries have qualified for $400 in Reference Books; 

(2) Twenty-four have qualified for $200 in Reference Books. (Figure 2 
points up the scattered distribution of these over the state.) 

(3) The Standards are as follows: 


Standards for Public Libraries in Iowa 


Serving Populations under 10,000 


The following statement of standards for public libraries in lowa was approved 
by the Iowa State Traveling Library Board on August 14, 1958. The libraries which 
meet these standards may be eligible for aid in the form of reference books, basic 
adult non-fiction, supplies and certain services such as aid in ciub program planning, 
audio-visual usage, children and young people’s program planning and other services 
performed by a central office. The funds granted to Iowa under the Federal Library 
Services Act will be used to implement this program. 


Grants to the extent of the funds available for this purpose will be made in the 
order of receipt of applications meeting the standards by the Iowa State Traveling 
Library. 

Libraries which are open at least six hours a week and meet standards A, B and 


C may receive reference materials valued at $200 list price. Libraries which meet all 
the standards may receive reference materials valued at $400 list price. 


The Iowa State Traveling Library will continue reference, inter-library loan and 
collections of books services to all public libraries in the state with emphasis on 
participating libraries to the extent of federal and/or state funds available. 


The Iowa State Traveling Library and its representatives are available for 
advisory services to all libraries. 


Standards 


A. The library must be legally organized as a public library under the library laws 
of the state. 

B. The library shall agree to actively seek to expand services to the surrounding 
township or townships and/or to the area as may be deemed most appropriate by 
the local board; and shall seek to secure the mill tax support from the respective 
governing bodies. 


C. The library shall agree to actively seek to raise their appropriations to the maxi- 
mum mill tax under law and in no instance decrease local operating appropriations. 


D. A library participating in the cooperative library service program shall meet the 
following standards: 


1. Have adequate shelving space. 
2. Have adequate reading room seating space. 
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3. Be open at least the minimum number of hours per week as follows: 


Population Served Minimum Hours Per Week 
RETR CEETR rae te ee ae ev oar eae nee EN ES rem 10 
a a i ca 15 
aaa a a a 20 
FR REE RS SRE cee ee Oe EN RE a en CR eT 30 
EASE TE SRR i aA On ee Se Cee ee 40 
I eal nasla dial casieeasindoneaacaieilebioushinleusebeaie 40 


4. Should have staff with minimum qualifications as follows: 


Population Served Minimum Qualifications of Staff 

TEE High School Degree (Some College desirable). 

Be IID eccsnsnccicnoensanstntinil High School Degree (Some College highly desirable). 

| ES | peeaneeemaenne High School Degree (Two years of College highly de- 
sirable). 

i ne Two years of College (Plus some Library Science train- 
ing highly desirable). 

5,000 - 10,000 .................... College Degree (Plus professional Library Science 
training highly desirable.) 

Over 10,000 rural ............ Degree in Library Science or its equivalent. 


J. Cooperative Area Service Programs: 


(1) Field offices libraries of the lowa State Traveling Library for book stor- 
age and book distribution as well as professional advisory service will 
contract with contracting centers; 


(2) Contracting centers for (a) center reference and center general col- 
lections plus rotating shares of Area supplementary book collection and 
(b) working staff for direct service and book distribution to cooperating 
libraries under contracts with contracting centers; 


(3) Cooperating libraries will serve towns and open country area within a ten 
mile radius and (or) natural shopping area around cooperating library 
town. 


Descriptive Summary 


In brief, the new state agency law is being applied; the state library is re- 
organizing; an extension program is being launched; public library services in the 
state are being evaluated; and the public library laws are being applied to the needs. 

The new state agency law has been applied. A full board is functioning and the 
director is authorized by law and board policy to reorganize the State Library. 

The Reorganization of the State Library is in the final stages of its implementa- 
tion. Physical improvements are being provided for. The book collections are merged 
and shelved as well as the catalogs and shelflists combined. Books are being pur- 
chased and binding of magazines and books is well under way. A long range weeding 
and replacement program is in process. Recataloging will be carried on over a long 
period. 

Improved methods in the Divisions handling direct and mail services are set up. 
Staff organization charts and job specifications have been prepared, but low salaries 
have held up the filling of two division head positions. Combined salaries with local 
library boards are making possible the filling of extension and field service positions. 
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An extension program is launched on its “maiden voyage” with the establish- 
ment of four field offices and specialized field services from the lowa State Travel- 
ing Library in Des Moines. Table III gives a factual report on the field service. 


In addition to the statistics it has been reported that two areas have set up 
book exchanges. The Jefferson area has nine libraries contributing $75 each to a 
central purchasing fund and the books are rotated. The Mason City area is using 
duplicate copies of books for a rotating program. 

The usual field service public relations are growing. More talks are being given, 
more booklists are being compiled. The importance of public library service program 
planning and public relations was dramatically pointed up by the Director of the 
ALA Library Community Project office in a series of role playing sessions for the 
1959 District Meetings and a Leadership Training Workshop. 

The more urgent extension services are becoming possible as public libraries 
invite field staff in for evaluations and recommendations. 


Evaluation of seventy public libraries has started better building improvement 
programs, better book selection, better staff-board relationships and extension of 
service areas. 

The public library laws have been interpreted to the trustees through three 
hundred and forty-five board meetings and eighteen trustee workshop sessions of the 
district meetings. These sessions on the laws have resulted in better budgets, ex- 
tension services and the meeting of standards. 

Eighty-seven libraries have met the minimum Iowa Public Library Standards 
which provide reference books and special professional services. The purpose of the 
standards is to encourage localities to set up appropriations for standard hours open 
and for salaries to draw librarians with sufficient educational background to take 
professional advisory and workshop training. 

The standards also encourage cooperation so that more books are available with- 
in each of the cooperating districts. Voluntary cooperative book contractual arrange- 
ments are beginning to grow and are placing cooperation on a permanent basis. At 
the end of the three year period Cerro Gordo County had crossed its county lines 
and the Eastern area was beginning to work into a regional cooperative federation 
of twenty or more libraries in four or more counties. 

















lowa State Traveling Library Has Films 


in Selected Subjects 


Films on books, reading, libraries, and certain fine arts are available to li- 
braries for the use of groups. Projection equipment may be borrowed from the re- 
gional field representative offices by libraries for organizations that are having study 
programs. 


Films may be borrowed for one week with one week renewal if there are no 
reserves. Booking requests may be made in advance. 


The following list contains the holdings of the Iowa State Traveling Library at 
this time. 


nee ee ee eee Black and white................ 17 min. 
ET SII sinisscasdptdgstabiensonionsncaamaniens 11 min. 
ic chin be tlimennineetecapainenlil I nes chuthtietibiaamaidiauaoeued 80 min. 
I I TT a cacerncesncinnninennemimannanensiceael RRR RAE Heo cee nO 11 min. 
BAe Gi Gi WHI TH snc ss nasa snccncscccncnincsed EERIE ee ieee Suna 30 min. 
I I ss co oiaseasontanninaniiaioesicnsd SEO oeee eras 

UII NID SUID UII oscissicsocscisnssnsicnenssinccomavosninnosstesacent IID cticsicohhecsiieslletiinecensonesaniar 13% min. 
Beginning Responsibility: Books and Their Care......Color ............0.......0.00000..-.-2--- 11 min. 
ELT TE ELT Black and white................ 13 min. 
8 EE ee ee ee eR Black and white................ 18 min. 
Books and People: The Wealth Within.......................... I i teksten ness sseiesaimacineds 14 min. 
I icc RE CTR Oe TON 29 min. 
ET: I i sciecetiniinesteessidianigsniiitile 10 min. 
I Wh, TR asia piccccccccn sec cnascsceninunnnacial Black and white................ 11 min. 
Eee Black and white................ 17 min. 
Common Heritage............................. eee ee SRE edn cette ae ee 20 min. 
Cuckoo Clock that wouldn’t Cuckoo................................ I iis iascin ceenceuibaeilinbianticaiens 11 min. 
Dickens, Charles, Christmas...............................:.-::--0001 —_PRRFEPERE ESSEC ES Teertioerr a seen 22 min. 
SE CD a  cccanidactasensenneseesassunnieanenenl BI ccs tartanensevemnadicooaicom 11 min. 
Sa kinins iach tina a aeitasnlignisitelletiliclnl Black and white................ 17 min. 

















Getting the Facts......... En ee ee 


Greatest Treasure.................. ssiaeizseancinbeiadileisiubiaiammianialiaie Black 

IEITrnnTITTTII cece sechivscsseimcnipdicintsloccicnmsiedee hee elite halanidapaeiiaiathadieaaeniel Color 
lc dle gemmeaieaiinlaieieslid Color 
REPRESSES rene Tan eRe Color 

How Effective is Your Reading...................................... Color 

How to Condict RE ea eee eee Black 

I a I TO a cainliptisiencenaenaneienneniiiionanenetll Color 

I I a dre Color 

er I I iis icdascensnscessthnihsilinalaisiniaeiibinatl Color 
FE ee Ne NCR Pe Black 
Een aeeere onsen Color 

Sy Te nies statsteisis iii cicaineniasiniahiieaapaineniniaecitiad Black 

2 kt EC ee Color 

I A ctr niasiannn pnibanedipgiinibuannabiahaiel Black 

I a i csnelehintinenltniieiclaiamnainabibasesaiiel Color 

I Ca Me is siiciiiiss cident pease Color 

ee I iacbesccaiieisiainyiscseialtsiliilesihi Black 

The Lifeery: Pomliy Afialle...............0.-<..cccccccccssseveesesons Black 

ID SI Ns caasiasieseipetaaeniaenel Black 

Be Ue SIS TP Bi icacciiciciteinies snceniceoisee sntiinihiniantinanebincnmniia Color 

I al ia aa lati ence Color 

I a cal Se oe 
Ee eT Color 
ee sininicssiclaaidaiiiiasimainaiaballl Color 

Look it Up! (Dictionary Habits)................0....000........... Color 

Love of Books................ ie taeiditicssbniadiicaeeneeisbaseedcetaakakeabiaal Black and white 
a Tee Fe I cence crccececercesneseccesenennsensrnmmones 

I a aslaniichieeeineceneapieiadinaeaiaimaaanil Black and white 
DT iieinscecitrccsesennstntienenrineteninnnninnticnanannanaasiiancannial Black and white 
Mark Twain: Background for His Works...................... Color 
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Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel............................ 


I aca a caleneanmaneaiieil 
LEAL ATS Black and white................ 11 
I i acieitatiniclnainciinsibit Black and white................ 11 
EE aa a eR TC ITI siisiiPiadseishdiaibaiainandeaasaanate 13% 
Naupaka (Hawaiian legend and song).......................... | IES een eae eens 
EEL ee eee eee EEE II tasssieidthsechideibadciaatpaucichacaminene 14 
Ee | SERRE ese ees 22 
Organizing Discussion Groups..... LS —-- 8=6fChlU Uhl 21 
I a isa cas dace emibtameusaiagaionte sdcieccoibad NN sc a ad inac east iieancons 27 
Sains ciciipincshciigiiicnineusaulbaaiicinilatiibias iibclaipatiniaaioaibadeaniiaih 

Philippines, The: Gateway to the Far East.................. | EERE OSS aae ae ere 11 
Poe, Edgar Allen: Background for His Works............ ER ae scene 13% 
Povtwalt of a Libeary.........................--. ieaiicdaainidaaisieaaiaal Black and white ............... 23 
Peetine Trroume the Ages...............<.....0........00.....cescsesee Black and white................ 13 
ESSERE TE ere Ole aT ewe OCC a rE 
eee Black and white................ 25 
Sandburg, Carl................ lalate ibaa Black and white................ 28 
ns I ID I i isinsscsscinscnsictinaneenininieieeapinsince PD siciisiideesunseitehsninniacmeicicen 13% 
The Search: University of Louisville.............................. Black and white................ 25 
I ih caerulea NN etic ta caine biaciaadiil 23 
Shakespeare, William: Background for His Work......Color .................................... 13% 
Te Black and white................ 10 
Stage Fright and What to do About It..............0......... Black and white................ 11 
RE a en OT ee eee Re TREE eee 
eT Eee enero 11 
I sc lec udlcinenhassaunlaanibonneinenondaeds 14 
NTE ee ae Se ee ee ree 11 
Whitman, Walter: Background for His Works............ STII cscicntinaieecinensinteniseaihianeld 13% 
gs LL Ne ae Cae ee RCE UT isshichciatiesantiiineiehd densi 22 
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